112 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 

thoroughly with bichloride 1:1000. During three years' time 9097 confine¬ 
ments were attended in one of the lowest and poorest quarters in London 
with septic mortality of rihl of 1 per cent. No syringing was employed in 
ttese cases. This is certainly an excellent test as to the value of this method. 
He reports two cases where infection occurred by the process of svringing. 
In one a dirty syringe, which had been used at a former confinement three 
years before, was the cause of the trouble. In the other case a person having 
erysipelas had helped to draw the water employed iu the douching. 

Carcinoma of the Uterus During Pregnancy.—In the ZatKhrift fur Gcb- 
urUhul/e uni Qynalologic, 1897, Band xxxvii., Heft 1 , Olshadseh gives the 
results of his experience in cancer of the uterus complicating pregnancy 
In the matter of diagnosis he calls attention to the irregular bleeding which 
occurs m cancer, and which may obscure the diagnosis of pregnancy. The 
shape of the body of the uterus can usually be outlined, and this should 
make a diagnosis of pregnancy evident. In considering the treatment one 
must remember that carcinoma grows with frightful rapidity in the prc- 
nant or puerperal patient. For this reason radical operation should be 
resorted to as soon as a diagnosis is made. As regards prognosis, cases are 
reported free from disease from eight to three years after operation. 

Olshausen operated upon nine cases up to the end of 1895. One died six 
months after operation from an unknown cause. In four the disease re¬ 
turned at intervals varying from five months to three and one-half years, 
■our remain well from two and a half to seven and a half years after 
operation. " 

As regards treatment, four methods of operating are available. The first 
is the total extirpation of the pregnant uterus through the vagina. Second is 
the extirpation of the uterus through the vagina after the womb has been 
emptied. Third is the total extirpation of the pregnant uterus, which is 
cancerous, through the abdomen, and fourth is Ciesarean section, with or 
without extirpatiou of the uterus afterward. Olshausen concludes that in 
the early months of pregnancy, the cancerous uterus should be removed 
through the vagina. Most writers think that it is impossible to operate in 
this manner after the fourth month. In one case, however, Olshausen oper¬ 
ated successfully at the fifth month, and in another toward the end of the 
sixth. The results of this operation are good. 

Olshausen reports four cases in which abortion was first produced, and 
afterward the uterus extirpated through the vagina. Each of these cases 
made a good recovery. He allowed from eight to ten days to elapse after 
the abortion before removing the uterus. He also reports four cases in 
which the uterus was extirpated through the vagina after spontaneous birth 
or abortion. These patients also did well. 

As regards the amputation of the pregnant uterus through the abdomen 
and the extirpation of the cervix afterward through the vagina, Olshausen is 
not m favor of that procedure. He considers the risk of infection greater, 
and the probability of return also greater. 

In two cases Ciesarean section was performed. In one instance the mother 
died six months afterward of cancer, while in the other septic infection and 
death occurred five days after operation. In conclusion, Olshausen urges in 
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cases requiring Ciesarean section that the womb be closed by suture and 
then extirpated through the vagina. 

The Toxicity of the Urine in the Last Month of Pregnancy.—Among 
the many interesting contributions to this intricate subject is the paper by 
Stewart, of Cincinnati, describing a series of experiments upon animals 
(American Journal of Obstetrics, August, 1897). His method consisted in 
selecting at random from patients in the last month of pregnancy urine which 
was carefully kept in sterile jars; it was concentrated by boiling, neutralized 
with sodium bicarbonate, and filtered. It was then injected into the abdo¬ 
mens of rabbits under careful antiseptic precautions. In most cases death 
followed the injection, preceded by clonic and tonic spasms. The coefficient 
of toxicity by this method was fixed at 24 c.c. to the pound of animal. A 
comparison was made with these experiments by taking urine from non- 
pregnant gouty women, and also from a young girl not pregnant, and, so far 
as known, perfectly sound. The same result followed the injections in these 
cases. Stewart is led to conclude that there is no especial toxicity in the 
urine of women in the last month of pregnancy. 

[It would be interesting to compare these experiments with those made by 
injecting concentrated solutions’of potassium salts in like manner. It is quite 
possible that the process of boiling developed irritating compounds not 
normally in the urine, capable of producing convulsions and death. There 
remains still further to be remembered that it is not the contents of the 
urine in the last months of pregnancy which produce eclampsia, but the 
toxic substances which are not eliminated, and therefore are not present in 
the urine, but remain stored up in the liver and circulated in the blood of 
the eclamptic patient. As has been recently shown, the same poison which 
produces eclampsia tends to cause thrombosis and embolism. Such follow 
the circulation in the blood of compounds formed by cell necrosis present 
in various disordered conditions. It is not the eliminated poisons of the 
body which cause eclampsia, and the source of the convulsions probably 
does not reach the urine at all. The examination of the urine is 6imply the 
reading of a gauge to determine the condition of the mechanism within the 
body. The urine is but an index of the patient’s elimination.— Ed]. 

The Frequency of Contracted Pelvis.—In the American Journal of 
Obstetrics, August, 1897, Dobbin gives the results of the measurement of 350 
cases to determine the presence of pelvic abnormality. In 40 of these 
women the pelvis wa3 contracted, a percentage of ; of these the generally 

contracted and flat rhachitic were equally common, being 35 per cent, of the 
whole number. Then came the simple fiat and then the irregular form. A 
large number of negro women were among those measured, and among them 
rhachitis is frequent. About one-third of these patients were delivered 
spontaneously, and half of them required instrumental delivery. 

[We have measured all patients applying for hospital treatment for five 
years past The number of measurements considerably exceeds that of 
Dobbin, and the results agree substantially with his. He urges very prop¬ 
erly that only the routine measurement of all pregnant patients available 
before labor can determine the frequency of contracted pelves.—E d.] 



